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Recommended by the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy
as an exemplary informational text.For the captains of industry men like Andrew Carnegie, John
D. Rockefeller, J. P. Morgan, and Henry Ford the Gilded Age is a time of big money. Technology
boomed with the invention of trains, telephones, electric lights, harvesters, vacuum cleaners,
and more. But for millions of immigrant workers, it is a time of big struggles, with adults and
children alike working 12 to 14 hours a day under extreme, dangerous conditions. The disparity
between the rich and the poor was dismaying, which prompted some people to action. In An Age
of Extremes, you'll meet Mother Jones, Ida Tarbell, Big Bill Haywood, Sam Gompers, and other
movers and shakers, and get swept up in the enthusiasm of Teddy Roosevelt. You'll also watch
the United States take its greatest role on the world stage since the Revolution, as it enters the
bloody battlefields of Europe in World War I.About the Series:Master storyteller Joy Hakim has
excited millions of young minds with the great drama of American history in her award-winning
series A History of US. Recommended by the Common Core State Standards for English
Language Arts and Literacy as an exemplary informational text, A History of US weaves together
exciting stories that bring American history to life. Hailed by reviewers, historians, educators, and
parents for its exciting, thought-provoking narrative, the books have been recognized as a break-
through tool in teaching history and critical reading skills to young people. In ten books that span
from Prehistory to the 21st century, young people will never think of American history as boring
again.

From Publishers WeeklyGrade 2-4-Magda Madrigal is turning seven years old and her
grandmother has promised to teach her how to make tortillas. She knows it is important to copy
her grandmother's every move so that her tortillas will turn out round and perfectly formed. But it
isn't as easy as it looks. All of Magda's attempts result in fanciful shapes: stars, hearts, bananas,
hexagons, and lakes. She is very frustrated by what she sees as her failed attempts until she
hears her family's delight and bathes in their praise of her first tortillas. Unfortunately for this
heartwarming story, the Spanish text does not read as smoothly as the English. The translator
tried too hard to render the English phrases into Spanish, resulting in stilted syntax. Despite this
weakness, the translation is serviceable, and the subject covered will be well received by
Mexican American readers for portraying their culture. The full-color illustrations feature a wide-
eyed Magda in every scene. The artist has done a wonderful job of depicting a handsome
Hispanic American family. A great pick for story-time activities in school and public libraries.
Recommended for all bilingual collections. M.O.B.Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From School Library JournalKindergarten-Grade 2-On Magda's seventh birthday, her
grandmother gives her a cooking lesson. The child struggles with the warm, soft dough, but



cannot produce perfect, round tortillas like Abuela's. When the woman points out that the girl's
pancake is shaped like a heart, her granddaughter is surprised, but still determined to make a
round one. Subsequent efforts turn out other shapes-a star, a banana, and a hexagon, among
others-all of which are served at Magda's merienda (afternoon snack in honor of a birthday).
Though she is embarrassed by her creations and afraid everyone will laugh at her, her family is
delighted with the shaped treats. Her Mam' calls her a "tortilla artist" and her uncle takes
pictures. When Magda's cousins beg Abuela to teach them to bake, too, she tells them that she
can only teach them how to make the dough, but that Madga holds the secret for making the
special designs. The story is told in English and Spanish. Single-spread illustrations, generous in
shape and color, capture the girl's exhilaration and enrich the flavors of the story. Abuela and
Magda's periwinkle aprons and bright-colored clothing stand out against the warm butterscotch
shades of the kitchen. The book has a celebratory tone blended with gentle themes of
individuality and acceptance. Pair this with Gary Soto's Too Many Tamales (Putnam, 1993) for a
festive ethnic treat.Carolyn Stacey, Jefferson County Public Library, Arvada, CO Copyright 2000
Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistMagda is excited about her seventh birthday; her
aubela is showing her how to make tortillas. But no matter how hard Magda tries to roll the
dough into round spheres, she can't. Stars, hearts, and birds appear out of the dough, but no
circles. Magda is embarrassed when the family comes in to celebrate her birthday with tortillas,
but everyone is intrigued by the super-shaped edibles--and Grandmother puts a shine on the
party by proclaiming Magda an artist. The warmth and affection between Magda and her
grandmother will resonate with children who have similar relationships. The oversize artwork is
colorful, though the characters are often on the stiff side, and unfortunately many of the pictures
feature family members just standing or looking at each other. The English appears at the top of
the text page; the Spanish translation, by Julia Mercedes Castilla, appears at the bottom, with
the text blocks separated by a small charming cameo of Magda's tortillas. A glossary might have
been nice, but most of the Spanish words in the English text can be gleaned through the context.
Ilene CooperCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reservedRead more
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Mr. M., “Good service. Good book!. I use Mrs. Hakim's history books to teach my 5th/6th
graders.  Excellent.  She is a story teller.  This supplier was also excellent.  Use them.”

Melissa, “Amazing history book. I bought this as a required book for one of my education classes
- teaching reading through content areas, focusing on reading through history. I love history, but I
am not a fan on US history mostly because I feel I've heard all the same stories before!Not only
does this book focus on UNUSUAL stories and just as important stories, it's told in a narrative
that keeps readers entertained. I love that the chapters are only 4-5 pages long and written in
first-person. I like historical fiction, but I've always hated reading history textbooks, even just tiny
excerpts. I could sit down and read this entire book like a novel. I am SOO excited that we had
this as a requirement because, as a future elementary school teacher, I'm going to have to teach
history and I am confident that the students will love this history book more than any.That being
said... because the chapters are only 4-5 pages and told in a narrative, more research is
necessary by teacher or student. My teacher had each of us read different chapters and each
class throughout the semester at least two students made a presentation on the chapter, where
they used 3-4 additional sources. I love that it provides such an easy introduction to research
and research papers, for both teachers and students.I hope that my district will allow me to use
these books and then have a couple other history books as teacher's guides for excerpts. If not,
then I'll just use my own copy and do read-a-louds but I absolutely love this book!”

Emma Woodhouse, “Favorite history books ever. I own and love the set of Joy Hakim’s History of
Us series, and I’ve written a glowing review somewhere. I bought this volume as a gift for a
young friend who is quite a history buff, and he loves it.”

A. Nielson, “Easy to swallow history and economics. Absolutely fascinating. This book covers an
era in US History that I know was only brushed on when I was in school.I consider it a huge plus
that the author throws in a lot of sidebars on economics. Very straight forward (though probably
simplified) concepts and descriptions. It really helped me pass it on to the kids when we needed
to go over some of the other things that were happening at the time.Also, I appreciated that the
author didn't shy away from presenting a somewhat more balanced view of the big industrialists:
Carnegie, Rockefeller, J. P. Morgan, and Vanderbilt. New generations of students are often just
taught that they were evil, with no more explanation, but their stories were unique. Carnegie was
practically the original Horatio Alger, he started as a kid working in a factory and worked hard his
whole life. Why wouldn't I want to teach my kids to work hard, too?Recommended for all history
buffs as a great overview and a gateway to other study. After reading the section on Teddy
Roosevelt, I went and bought the biography by David McCullough.”

Pammie, “THIS BOOK IS TERRIFIC!. This US history text was apparently written for younger



readers, but it’s so good, so digestible, that adult readers will find it fascinating and worthy.The
engaging text is built upon fascinating mini-biographies of pivotal persons in our country’s
history. These celebrate, but sometimes must deplore, what each person did. The detail given is
graspable but never tedious. So you enjoy, remember and value the national story author Joy
Hakim is telling .This book is terrific!”

Francoise, “Watch out for the editors' errors and ommissions.. A wonderful set and a wonderful
volume; however the back matter citations for picture credits are an embarrassment to the
editors and proofreaders alike -- even more so since the paperback edition did not correct the
small but important blunders. E.g.? See Winslow Homer's painting "Snap the Whip" pictured at
page 8 (bottom right) which is identified in the credits as at page 70 / 71. And even when wrong
the citations are not clear. Since this set has been around for many so many years and gone
through so many editions and printings this lack of attention to detail does not enhance the
credibility of the editors.”

Virginia Kay, “I love this series. I love this series! My kids are using the Joy Hakim History of Us
series in school for textbooks (small, private school). My 6th grader is breezing through these
books, but doing all of them, so even though this covers a part of US History that isn't always a
staple for elementary school, we are covering it and enjoying the storytelling approach to
history. This author is thorough, and teaches the development of American values & ideals
through small stories that are incredibly relatable for students.  Excellent tome!”

Person Who buys things, “Great books. The books in the series are a great supplement to the
history books being used by my son's school. These books go into more detail in the same
things, and leave him with a better understanding. Uses an almost conversational tone, which he
enjoys more than the "monologue"-style of the textbook. We got the whole series, and he reads
them just for fun.”

The book by Emily Sands has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 97 people have provided feedback.
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